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Notes

Cantate Domino canticum novum was composed to celebrate the
fiftieth anniversary season of the Washington, D.C., Cathedral Choral
Society and was first performed at the Thanksgiving Service at the
National Cathedral on 5 April 1992, conducted by the composer.

In the 1789 Book of Common Prayer the first verse of the Latin
Psalm 149 is translated as “O sing unto the Lord a new song; let the
congregation of the saints praise him.” This verse, sung in Latin, forms
the first half—the Fanfares—of this setting. The second half sets the
hymn “Come, O come, our voices raise”. It is by George Wither
(1588-1667). This beautiful text draws its imagery and inspiration
from all five of the last and most powerful psalms of praise. I have
sought to invigorate even more its onrushing 77.77 meter (with
Alleluia) by setting it to the rhythm of the Galliard, one of the liveliest
of the Italian dances. Each of the six verses is treated in a different
style. In the brief coda the Cantate Domino is sung to the hymn tune
in a quick canon, and there is a last and swiftest fanfare in a closing
pacan of Alleluian praise.

Performance

Tempo: The swinging of alternate measures of % and % are indigenous
to the galliard form. At measure 85, and in all the % measures, beat
the dotted quarter notes at 72mm; in the % measures, beat the
quarter-note pulses at 108mm. In the many bars where one part is in
% and another in %, continue the steady two-beat of the % measure
and make the % measure singers learn to glide through in perfect
consort by always thinking (counting, feeling) every eighth-note pulse
in the piece. That discipline will stand all, including the conductor, in
best stead throughout the many measures filled with varying numbers
of eighth notes, so that all will flow evenly and seamlessly. This also
will allow each syllable and pulse of the poetry to receive due attention
and weight.

Coda: Begin at measure 186 with dotted-quarter-note pulse at 96mm
and hold that speed until bar 190. There begin an accelerando through
the organ fanfare. When bar 197 is reached go into one beat to the
measure, the dotted half notes moving at 84mm.

RW.D.
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for SATB choir and organ

From Psalm 149
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