
WORSHIP & MUSIC

R i c h a r d W. D i r k s e n

MUSIC : 

C a t h e d r a l C h o i r T r e b l e s - 20 s c h o l a r s h i p boys
A l t o s - 3 Upper S c h o o l s c h o l a r s h i p boys
Men - 19 r e c e i v i n g s a l a r y

The r e p e r t o r y p r e p a r e d and p r e s e n t e d f o r s e r v i c e s r a n g e d f r o m
m e d i e v a l monody t h r o u g h c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r k s and p r e m i e r e s , and
i n c l u d e d s e v e r a l h u n d r e d a n t h e m s and m o t e t s , h y m n s , p s a l m s ,
c a n t i c l e s , r e s p o n s e s ana s e t t i n g s o f t h e communion o r d i n a r y . The
f u l l c h o i r s a n g s i x t y - f o u r s e r v i c e s , t h r e e c o n c e r t s ; t h e men's
c h o i r sang t w e n t y - t w o s e r v i c e s ; t h e boys p r o v i d e d hymns, psalms
and c a n t i c l e s f o r n i n e t y - f o u r w e e k d a y e v e n s o n g s and e l e v e n

S p e c i a l e v e n t s f o r t h e C a t h e d r a l C h o i r  -

November 1982 - sang  B u r a n a " w i t h N a t i o n a l Symphony
December 1982 - t w o p e r f o r m a n c e s w i t h t h e C a t h e d r a l C h o r a l

S o c i e t y -  Joy o f
- C o n c e r t o f  C h r i s t m a s S t o r y " by H e i n r i c h

S c h u t z
- C h r i s t m a s Day NBC T e l e c a s t

M a rch 20, 1983 - C o n c e r t w i t h o r c h e s t r a - H a n d e l ' s S t . J o h n

May 29 - Evensong and Anthems

J u n i o r C h o i r :

S i x t e e n b o y s , a g e s  r e h e a r s e d t w i c e w e e k l y and s a n g t n e 9 am
S u n d a y E u c h a r i s t i n B e t h l e h e m C h a p e l f r o m O c t o b e r t h r o u g h May,
u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f D o u g l a s M a j o r . Seven c a p a b l e b o y s w e r e
s e l e c t e d f o r e n t r a n c e i n t o t h e C a t h e d r a l C h o i r o f Boys and Men,
and began t h e i r w o r k w i t h f o u r t e e n r e t u r n i n g boys on September 9,
1 982 . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e J u n i o r C h o i r j o i n e d t h e C a t h e d r a l C h o i r on
s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s f o r Sunday s e r v i c e s , and s a n g t w o e v e n s o n g
s e r v i c e s on t h e i r own.

F e l l o w i n Church M u s i c Program:

I n S e p t e m b e r , J o h n B r o o k s j o i n e d t h e  as t h e f i r s t i n t n e
r e - i n s t a t e d F e l l o w s i n Church M u s i c Program. ( L a s t p a r t i c i p a n t
w as S u s a n F a r m e r , i n J u n e / J u l y 1 9  M r . B r o o k s was i n
r e s i d e n c e f o r f i v e m o n t h s , and b r o u g h t s k i l l and e n e r g y t o h i s
p o s i t i o n . Dr. W i l l i a m C r o s b i e , on s a b b a t i c a l l e a v e f r o m S t .
Matthew's Ch u r c h , W h e e l i n g , West V i r g i n i a , assumed t h e p o s i t i o n
f r o m June t h r o u g h A u g u s t . As an e x p e r i e n c e d m u s i c i a n and
c o n d u c t o r , Dr. C r o s b i e was i n v a l u a b l e i n h i s a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e
d e p a r t m e n t , b o t h i n h i s s k i l l s and warm, p e r s o n a l a p p r o a c h t o t n e



r e s t o f t h e c a t h e d r a l  The p r o g r a m c o n t i n u e s  t n e
a p p o i n t m e n t o f Saunders A l l e n f r o m September 1 t h r o u g h June 1984.
Mr. A l l e n , t h e f i r s t b l a c k p e r s o n i n t h e p r o g r a m , c o n t i n u e s
w o r k w i t h us i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h s t u d i e s f o r a m u s i c d o c t o r a t e a t
Peabody C o n s e r v a t o r y .

A d d i t i o n a l I n s t r u m e n t s :

T here were n i n e o c c a s i o n s when i n s t r u m e n t s i n a d d i t i o n t o o r g a n
were used f o r s e r v i c e .

Organ R e c i t a l s :

A t o t a l o f t w e n t y - t h r e e g u e s t o r g a n i s t s p r e s e n t e d S u n d a y
r e c i t a l s , p l a y i n g many h u n d r e d s o f p i e c e s o f o r g a n l i t e r a t u r e .
A l l o f t h e s e f i n e o r g a n i s t s p r e s e n t e d t h e s e p r o g r a m s f o r no f e e ,
t o an a v e r a g e w e e k l y a t t e n d a n c e o f 225. I n a d d i t i o n , h a l f - h o u r
o r g a n  were g i v e n by D o u g l a s M a j o r on Wednesdays t o
an a v e r a g e o f e i g h t y p e r s o n s .

V i s i t i n g C h o r a l G r o u p s :

N i n e t e e n g u e s t c h o r a l g r o u p s p r o v i d e d m u s i c f o r Sunday Evensong
s e r v i c e s and c o n c e r t s and f o r t y - f o u r g r o u p s p r o v i d e d 3 0 - m i n u t e
c h o r a l p r e l u d e s t o s e r v i c e s . I n a d d i t i o n , many g r o u p s s a n g
i n f o r m a l l y i n t h e c a t h e d r a l w h i l e h a v i n g t o u r s .

D i o c e s a n M u s i c a l E v e n t s :

W i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e D i o c e s a n C o m m i s s i o n on L i t u r g y and
M u s i c , a s s o c i a t e o r g a n i s t D o u g l a s M a j o r p l a n n e d and c o o r d i n a t e d
t h e f o l l o w i n g :

December - D i o c e s a n  C h o i r F e s t i v a l Evensong.
C h o i r s : S t .  A l l S a i n t s , Chevy Chase; S t . John's
Norwood; S t . F r a n c i s , Potomac, and S t . J o h n ' s ,

J a n u a r y - D i o c e s a n C o n v e n t i o n E u c h a r i s t - E i g h t y s i n g e r s f r o m
s i x t e e n p a r i s h e s p r o v i d e d t h e m u s i c .

M a r c h - D i o c e s a n  C h o i r F e s t i v a l E v e n s o n g . P a r t i c i p a t i n g
c h o i r s : L a n d o n S c h o o l ; G r a c e , S i l v e r S p r i n g ; S t . C o l u m b a ' s ; S t .
J o h n ' s , N o r w o o d ; C a t h e d r a l C h o i r , J u n i o r C h o i r ; S t . F r a n c i s ,

F o l l o w i n g i s a l i s t o f s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s f o r w h i c h b u l l e t i n s were
made a n d / o r l o g i s t i c s o r g a n i z e d by t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f W o r s h i p
( O c t o b e r 1, 1982 - September 30, 1 9 8 3 ) :

1 - NCA E u c h a r i s t and D e d i c a t i o n S e r v i c e
2 - Open House and D e d i c a t i o n S e r v i c e

17 - S e r v i c e f o r t h e U.S. Navy
18 - B a y a r d / L i n d e r D e d i c a t i o n
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20 - Observance o f E p i s c o p a l S c h o o l s Week
James E r n e s t S m i t h D e d i c a t i o n

27 - P a r k e r D e d i c a t i o n
31 - L u t h e r a n R e f o r m a t i o n S e r v i c e

November

1 - F i r e s t o n e D e d i c a t i o n
7 - S e r v i c e f o r U.S. M a r i n e s

14 - S e r v i c e f o r U.S. Army
22 - P h i l a d e l p h i a S a l i e n t D e d i c a t i o n
25 - T h a n k s g i v i n g S e r v i c e
29 - Adams D e d i c a t i o n

December

19 - C a t h e d r a l C h o i r O r a t o r i o  C h r i s t m a s S t o r y " S c h u t z
22 - S t a f f C h r i s t m a s S e r v i c e
24 - C h r i s t m a s Eve S e r v i c e
25 - NBC/TV C h r i s t m a s S e r v i c e
28 - P r e s i d e n t i a l W r e a t h l a y i n g

J a n u a r y

8 - Norma B l a c k w e l l O r d i n a t i o n
12 -  M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e
16 - J o i n t L u t h e r a n / E p i s c o p a l S e r v i c e
29 - D i o c e s a n C o n v e n t i o n E u c h a r i s t
30 - W a s h i n g t o n Bach C o n s o r t C o n c e r t

F e b r u a r y

2 - T r i b u t e t o Nancy Hanks
Th o r o n D e d i c a t i o n
 F i a m m i n g h i ( B e l g i a n O r c h e s t r a ) C o n c e r t

25 - M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e f o r G e n e r a l W i l l i a m s
27 - S p e c i a l S e r v i c e - R e c o g n i t i o n o f C a t h e d r a l C h a p t e r and

Canons

12 - C o n f i r m a t i o n S e r v i c e
20 - C a t h e d r a l C h o i r - H a n d e l ' s " S t . John P a s s i o n "
31 -  o f O r d i n a t i o n Vows

Maundy T h u r s d a y S e r v i c e

A p r i l

1 - Good F r i d a y S e r v i c e & F a u r e Requiem
2 - E a s t e r V i g i l
3 - C o n c e r t - Mount U n i o n B r a s s

17 - Evensong and O ' D r i s c o l l I n s t a l l a t i o n
23 - C o n f i r m a t i o n S e r v i c e
26 - B e i r u t Embassy M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e

6



May

1 - S e r v i c e f o r U.S. A i r F o r c e
4 -  D e d i c a t i o n
7 - A c o l y t e F e s t i v a l
8 - K i r k i n  The T a r t a n

21 -

June

10 - O r d i n a t i o n o f Deacons

J u l y

 - Organ R e c i t a l - D o u g l a s M a j o r

September

9 -  M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e
25 - T r e a t y o f P a r i s S e r v i c e

Companions i n W o r l d M i s s i o n S e r v i c e
28 - NCA B u t t r e s s D e d i c a t i o n
30 - NCA I n s t a l l a t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t

SUMMER FESTIVAL 1 9 8 3 - 8 : 0 0  Attendance

J u l y 12 610
W a s h i n g t o n
S i n g e r s &  m u s i c
o f t h e R e n a i s s a n c e

J u l y 19
W a s h i n g t o n S t r i n g Q u a r t e t
Members o f t h e N a t i o n a l Symphony O r c h e s t r a
p l a y i n g f r o m t h e m u s i c o f M o z a r t , B e e t h o v e n ,
R a v e l , Dvorak & M e n d e l s s o h n

J u l y 26 475
A m e r i c a n V o c a l Ensemble, D o u g l a s M a j o r , D i r e c t o r

 " G l o r i a T i b i T r i n i t a s " Mass & c o n -
t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n w o r k s

A u g u s t 2 335
M u s i c a l Youth  c h o r u s & chamber
o r c h e s t r a p e r f o r m i n g a p r o g r a m o f s a c r e d music

A u g u s t 9 325
An e v e n i n g w i t h Gene T u c k e r , t e n o r
Accompanied by D o u g l a s M a j o r on o r g a n & p i a n o

A u g u s t  1
Trumpet & Organ r e c i t a l . W i l l i a m N e i l ,
N a t i o n a l Symphony O r c h e s t r a o r g a n i s t ;
Edward C a r r o l l , t r u m p e t s o l o i s t , Chamber
Mu s i c S o c i e t y o f L i n c o l n C e n t e r
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A u g u s t 23
Bach C o n c e r t ! . J u d i t h N o r e l l , h a r p s i c h o r d ,
w i t h chamber o r c h e s t r a

750

Au g u s t 30 700
 James W r i g h t , h a r p s i c h o r d , w i t h

Baroque v i o l i n & c e l l o & r e c o r d e r ; m u s i c o f
F r e s c o b a l d i , C o r e l l i , Bach

September 11 a t 4  1,175
M u s i c f o r H i g h H o l y Days. S h i r Chadash
C h o r a l S o c i e t y , N a t i o n a l M u s i c a l A r t
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THE VERGER

John

Number o f S e r v i c e s :

C a t h e d r a l s e r v i c e s - d a i l y
C a t h e d r a l s e r v i c e s - Sunday

S u b - t o t a l c a t h e d r a l s e r v i c e s

O t h e r C a t h e d r a l S e r v i c e s :

B a p t i s m s 8b
 8 

Weddings 64
I n t e r m e n t s 2 
F u n e r a l s 9 
M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e s 32
S c h o o l s S e r v i c e s 43
S p e c i a l S e r v i c e s 53
O t h e r 57

918
242

1,160

35b

T o t a l s e r v i c e s 1

S e r v i c e s by o t h e r d e n o m i n a t i o n s :

S t . F r a n c i s P o l i s h C a t h o l i c 55
K e h i l l a Hebrew C o n g r e g a t i o n 28

83

T o t a l o f a l l s e r v i c e s :

Guest P r e a c h e r s :

1 ,599

E p i s c o p a l
A n g l i c a n
Roman

Unknown

1 0 
3
2
2

10

T o t a l number o f w o r s h i p p e r s : 193,330
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