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ERODE THE GREATE

ACTI

Scene I: The Palace of Hercd the Great
Scene II: The Countryside near Jerusalem
Scene III: The Palace of Herod the Great

ACTII

Scene I: The Countryside near Bethlehem, and the manger

Scene II: Night. Herod'’s Private Chambers

Scene III:
seen simultaneously

Herod's private chambers
The Manger and Surrounding Countryside
Hell’'s Mouth

NOTES

In 1961 on Christmas Eve, Novellis, Novellis, the first
opera of a proposed trilogy on the Christmas theme, was
presented in the Cathedral. With the establishment of
the Advance Program in 1964, it became possible for the
Cathedral to commission Mr. La Montaine to complete
the two remaining works. The Shepardes Playe made its
appearance in 1967 following a preview on nationwide
television.

The cycle is now complete, crowned by Erode the
Greate. As with the previous operas, the libretto was
adapted by the composer from four medieval Corpus
Christi plays: those from the towns of Coventry (text of
Robert Croo, 1534), Chester (texts of George Bellin, 1592
and 1600, and Jas. Miller, 1607), Wakefield {edition of
George England, 1836), and York (edition of Lucy Toul-
min Smith, 1885). The words spoken by the narrator are
from the King James Bible. At key moments, the chorus
comments upon the universal significance of the action,
using words from the Latin liturgy. The music played by
the piper in Act I is a version of the ancient tune “The
Piper o’Drummond” which may have been known in the
north of England in the Middle Ages.
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